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Home sweet home — finally

Orlando leaders hope
Evelyn Fields’ new house

is the first of many in the.

troubled neighborhood.

By JEFF KUNERTH
SENTINBL STAFR WRITER

At the housewarming parly the
city of Ovlando threw for Evelyn
Fields, the only one from the neigh-
borhood was a little old lady in a
long, off-white coat, :

Cora Williams cradled a plastic
cup of punch in her hands as the
mayor, city councilwoman and TV
cameramen squeezed through the
narrow hallways of Flelds’ new
house on McFall Avenue.

Williams has lived in her house
that hacks up to Fields’ new home
since 1962. She tried, and failed, 1o
recall when the last new house was
built in her slice of the Parramore
neighborhood.

“1 don’t remember. No, I don't,”
she said.

1t is a momentous day in Parra-
more when a new house is built and
anew homeowner moves in.

50 to wark the occasion, Mayor

Evelyn Fieldss overjoyed as she shows off her house to friends and.Oriando officlal
Fields, 74, lved in public housing, Assistance from the city and the builder made the piirchase possible,
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sThursday. For mote than 30 years,

g in Parramore

Fields dreamed of her own house. My chilldren alwys came ﬁrst, she said. We ak-

ways madle a home, you know, anywhere, but to owh my house is just so exciting.’

Buddy Dyer, City Cominissioner
Daisy Lynum, Orlando’s housing di-
rector, the cily’s director of urban
development and a small army of
city etnployees showed up Thursday
afternoon af the 1,100-square-foot
home that Evelyn Fields has been
living in since December. -~

She moves the needle a litile in
an area of the city where only about

15 percent of the residents are
homeowners.

“T can remember when home-
ownership in Partamore was about
5 percent ot less,” Lynum said. “It’s
increasing again -- one house and
one family at a time.”

At 74, Fields is a homeowner for

rLeasy seg HOME, B4

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com

City, new
homeowner
celebrate

HOME sromm

the firsl time because of a city
program that gave her a
$30,000 down payment and
paid a $40,000 subsidy to the
builder who construcied the
house on a city-owned vacant
lot, said Frances Delesus, Or-
lando’s housing coordinaior,

A resident of public housing
for 30 years, Fields is now pay-
ing about $500 a monthto be a
homeowner,

The builder said he buili the
prefab house for $125,000 to
prove that affordable housing
was still possible in Orange
County. The home is fermite-
preof, fire-proof, hurricane-
preof and vandal-proof, said
Ron Davis, vice president of in-
sulated Component Structures
of Florida.

During construction, van-
dals stole the home’s landscap-
ing and sprayed graffiti on the
exterior walls, buf when they
tried to break through the win-
dows with concrete blocks and
steel pipes, they couldn’t get
in, Davis said.

Fields, who retired from
cleaning ciassrooms for Or-
ange County schools only last
year, said she had some trepi-
dation moving into a hotuse on
4 Parvamore streel of vacant
lots, old apartment houses and
young people who like their
music loud.

“Before I movaed in here,' [
was skeptical. 1 had heard so
many things, it really made me
scared,” she said.

But life on McFalt has been
largely uneventful,

Lynum teld Tields she was
working on gelting another
houge built on the vacant lot
between her home and the
two-story apartment buitding
next door. Another new house,
another homeowner — some-
day.

Before she left, Lynum gave
Fields a gift basket of house-
hold items and some advice,

“You need to learn to dial
911 when your neighbhors get
out of control,” she said, “anct
don’t be afraid.”



http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com

